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AREANSAS DEMOCRAT-GARITTY:

Would you like some home
made fudge? How ahout 5 hand
crafted, Arkansas-made longhow
or some handmade, Arkansas
turkey calls?

Perhaps you're in the market
for an African safari, o Nebraska
turkey hunt or 4 combination
deer and pheasant hunt in Kan-
sas. You can find it all at the Ay-
kansas Big Buck Classie,

Joe Dabney of Mountain
View runs Mankazans Safaris
North America. He's the North
American partner for Manksaza-
na Safaris of South Africa, which
offers guided hunts on 80,000
unfenced acres in South Africa,
A former US. Foresy Service em-
Floyee, Dabney said he hunted

with Mankazany » couple of

times and was impressed with
his outfitter’s service and eth-
ics. The game is wild and not
cunfined, Dabney =said, and the
outfitter does not allow hunters
to shoot game from vehicles, a
practice common AMCNE many
uther professional hunters in
Africa,

“We hirt it off well, and | a)-
Ways enjoyed planning my
own hunting trips, and | always
thought it would be fun tu help
other people plan their hunts
and maybe make g buck in the
process,” Dabney said.

The biggest surprise for most
people, Dabney said, is how in-
exXpensive an African safuri is.
The total cost, from home to
South Africa, is about 310,000,
he said. According to a recent
article in Field & Stream, that's

cheaper thap hunting a single
bighaorn sheep in the Lower 48,

Dabney, who began his careyr
with the Forest Service on the
Oden Ranger Distriet in 1974,
is a huge advocate of the pine/
bluestem restoration project in
the Poteau District of the Oua-
chita National Forest. He said he
helped write the Management
Buidelines for the red-cockaded
woodpecket, which helped form
the basis for the pine/bluestem
Pruject,

For information on a Manka-

2ana safari, call Joe or Barbara
Dabney at (870) 209-3494 or
visit wWwwW.mankazanasafaris,
TN,
Manning another booth was
Betsy Schonberger, propricior
of Argus Hunts in Argentina. A
native of Crystal Springs, Miss.,
Schonberger started Argos
Hunts with her husband, a pa-
tive Argentine, They offer the
unlimited dove hunes for which
Argentina is famous, as well as
duck hunts, upland bird hunrs
and big-game hunts for red stag,
axis deer and fallow deer.

“T'm from Mississippi, so I'm
used to a small-town environ-
ment, and that’s what [ haye
now,” Schonberger said, “The
lifestyle suits me, and | enjuy en-
tertaining, I get to entertain peo-
ple from all over the world,"

Schonberger said personal
service sets Arpos Hugpts apart
from other South American oug-
fitters, It's a business to her, she
said, but also a business that de-
pends on making people happy,
She said she pot into jt while
watching confused, disoriented
American hunters al the airport
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in Buenos Aires, Argenting,
trying to comprehend flight in-
formation in Spanish over the
londspeakers, Being a hospi-
lable Southerp lady, she helped
them get where they needed 1o
20. Eventually, it led her to of-
fering the same services profes-
sionally, ; ,

“ you hook 2 hunt with me,
[ will meet you a1 yaur plane,
and ! will take you back to your
Plane,” Schonberger said “1f 1
%Ay we're going to do something,
we do "

Argos hunts from three loca-
tions, The new lodge is on 7,500
dcres, with access o 300,000 ad-
ditional acres,

“We are in what they call the
‘Breadbasket of South America,' "
Schonberger said. “We have what
they call the golden-eaped dowve,
It's smaller than the muourning
dove bat larger than the white-
winged dove. The reason we
have sn many doves is becapge
we have so much agricullure,
The climate isf(‘-ud, food is plen-
tiful, and thy Wes nest four or
five times a year, su there's no
reason for them to Jeave”

To buok a hunt with Ar-
gos Hunts, call Schonberger
at (601) 9836767 ur e-mail
hschonherger@algnngloba].
com,

Although the Midwest has al-
ways been famous for deer hunt-
ing, it is the hottest place to go
for turkey hunting these days,
Nebraska is an overlooked but
up-and-coming hotspat served
by Bob Senter of BT Outdoors

Based ip Newport, Neh.,
Senter sajd People come from
all over the country to hunt

oL e, e RRE R LR .

|
one |
Nebraska's gorgeous Merriams |
wild turkey. He said ¥you can |
also get Rio Grande turkeys, as |
well as Rio-Merriams Crosses, |
This is Senter's first vieijt tw the ]
Big Buck Classic, but based o |
his reception elsewhere in the
South, he said he expeets a good
response,

“We knew it probably
wouldn't be a great deer show
for us because they have a lot of
deer in Arkansas, but there's 3 |
lot of interest in turkeys " Senter | !
said, '

Of course, most southern |
states have a lut af turkeys, but |,
we all have castern strain birds, | *
‘The Merriams, with its white | ‘re
barring and white-tipped tail | me
feathers, is the most beautiful of | § o
the American wild turkeys. Fven | &u;
s, it ranks a distant third in Ne- | day
braska to deer and pheasant, tey

“Lurkey hunting is not 3 big [ 9w
deal to Nebrasks people, but it | la
is to nonresidents because of | a
the species of turkeys we have,” | | g,
Senter said. “That's the reason | 4a
we do so many shows ip the B
Southeast, because of the Mer- | iy
riams turkeys, and becguse we | &
have bigger-bodied deer than | p
you see in the Southegst.” Iy

Senter said, as did the other | by
outfitters, that a recessed econo. by
my hasn't hurt his business. T

“We haven't really seen an ef. L,
fect,” Senter sajd. “We deal with | i,
such a small amount of people,
but we deal with a lot of higher-
end hunters, and it hasn't affect- | i
ed those people as much. L

For information, contact | &
Senter at (6i5) J85-5129 ar il
bscars@comcast.net. f
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